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280 miles parallel with the coast. For 170 miles from
Cape Comorin the east coast is also low, but rocky and
fringed with reefs. Navigation is here further obstructed
by the so-called " Adam's Bridge/' a sandbank stretching
from the mainland to the northern extremity of Ceylon,
with two open channels only. But even these are too
shallow for large vessels, so that all the deep-sea naviga-
tion is diverted round the island from the Gulf of Manar
and Palk Strait. The Coromandel coast, running from
Point Calimir nearly due north* to the Kistna delta,
retains the character of a low sandy seaboard, the beach
shoaling very gently, and preventing large vessels from
approaching the land. Beyond the Kistna delta the
Golconda coast, as it used to be called, trends north-east-
wards for nearly 300 miles to Vizagapatam, and although
the hills here approach somewhat nearer to the sea the
intervening strip is deltaic, being so low and flat that it
is sometimes subject to inundation. But on the northern
coast, stretching for 230 miles from Vizagapatam to the
Chilka Lake or Lagoon on the frontier of the Bengal
Presidency, the hills approach nearer to the shore, which
is unbroken by any inlets or large river mouths.

Mysore and Kurg.

A large portion of the interior is occupied by the
Native State of Mysore and the province of Kurg, which
are enclosed by the Madras Presidency on all sides except
towards the north-west, where Mysore impinges on the
Bombay Presidency. It consists of an extensive table-
land 290 miles by 230, with an area of over 29,000
square miles, filling the angle where the Western and
Eastern coast ranges merge in the Nilgiris, The surface
is very undulating, and diversified in many places by the
remarkable rocky formations known as Drugs, huge piles